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THE DEMOCRATIC PLATFORM.

The Democratic platform rings elear
Upon every Issue now before the Amer¬
ican people, it is courageous and It
Is definite. D neither dodges nor
equivocates. It Is not a mere juggle of
words put together i" catch votes and
to eoneeal purposes. It enables the
Democratic party io go before the
country with a program that leaves
nothing tn conjecture and thai can
not be misunderstood or misinterpre¬
ted, There are no loopholes through
which inconvenient pledges may be
pitched into outer darkness, should the
time come for their fulfillment.
n is no mere petulant expression of

opposition, it is neither Iconoclastic
nor reactionary, it is pre-eminently
American and is in touch with what
Is best in the history and traditions
of the republic, it contemplates no
break with our oast ami docs not put
the American people In the humiliating
position of humbly confessing before
the thrones of Europe thai the repub¬
lic had its beginnings in h mistake and
its continuance in hypocrlcy; that
George the Third was rlghl and George
Washington wrong. Ii holds fas) res¬
olutely to the theory justified by fact
that the declaration of man's right to
govern himself was a long step for¬
ward in the evolution of government,
und that repudiation of this funda¬
mental principle is not progress, but
rctrogrcsson. This the convention
wisely made the key-note of Its decla¬
ration.
As to this part of the platform there

v ill be no difference of opinion among
1 ¦¦moeials. ThC line Is Miami v ill a u n

between Imperialism and Expansion,
Many Democrats favor the latter; none
favors the former. When the platform
passes to oilier issues it is equally
rlear and equally positive. The decla¬
ration as to Trusts is in striking eon-
trnsi to the shuffling of the Itcpubil-
cans. The platform proposes delluite
notion under tlx- ample authority oi
the < 'onstitutlon.
Tho only purl of the platform, we

take it. upon which Democrats will
riifler is the declaration for the free
coinage of silver at lie- ratio Of IG lo I.
The Insertion r>c this plank will he re¬
garded as a mistake by many who
purported Mr. Bryun In ivi.;. not ihn!
ihey believe it wrong in prlnclhle, l>m
because they are persuaded that in
.view of the present grave emergent y
the contest should not have been com-
plicated by any issue Ihnl threatened
division; On the other hand had this
declaration been omitted, such omis¬
sion would have given offence to an
rqually largo number or voters who
cordially supported the Democratic
platform and nominees four years ago.
yust what part this Issue v. ill play In
the campaign will shortly appear. H
Jr.ay lead to a repetition of the Ralmer-
riuckner fiasco of 1896; though many
former Democrats who supported thi-
tlckel or voted for McKinley will re¬

turn despite the silver plank.
Tnken by far nnd large, it i- nn ex-

rellent platform, and One upon which
the Democrats should bo able to rallj
all opponents of the vicious tcitdeni les
of Republicanism, it i-; a platform
that nelthci now nor hereaftor will call
for explanation or apology. Il has the
virtue which is supreme In a parly
'declaration- It enables every voter t..

chooso Intelligently for or against ii
It is rather lengthy; n might perhnp
have been compressed with advantage
and without sacrificing clearness; bul
there arc a multitude of issues this
year and the main thing was that the
party's position on each should be
gmply set forth. This the platformioaa.

MR. BRYAN AND THE SILVER
PLATFORM.

The Republican press Is greatly
raging at what It terms Mr. Bryan's
dictation to the Kansas City Conven¬
tion. Mr. Bryan, we are assured, is a
most offensive boss, one beside whom
Mark Hanna is not worth mentioning.
The basis of fact does not quite

seem to warrant this righteous and
gratuitous wrath. A majority of lire
delegates to the Kansas City Conven¬
tion went instructed to vote for a rc-
afTirmatlon of the Chicago platform
and for the nomination of Mr. Bryan
as the head of the ticket. A realhrm-
ation of the platform In good faith
would have pledged the party to 111 to
1 quite as effectually as the insertion
of a specific plank, it had, however,
been announced in advance that such
nfllrmallon was to be Interpreted as

shuffling. Mr. Bryan dec lined to bene¬
fit by that pror ess, which he construed
and had a right to construe as a par¬
tial repudiation of himself, and stated
lo the representatives of the conven¬
tion that he could not be a candidate
upon such a platform. The convention
was at liberty to frame any platform
it chose to nominate somebody
other than Mr. Bryan thereon. Tt
rhose to comply with the condition Mr.
Bryan stated as necessary to his ac¬

ceptance of the nomination. It was
left free In the premises. That Is not
What Is popularly meant by hossism.
Certainly Mr. Bryan's action was more

admirable than the meek submission
of Mr. McKinley of a repudiation of
his record as to Porto Rico by tho
Philadelphia Convention.
Mr. Bryan might have refused to

state his wishes to the convention, but
such would hardly have been In keep¬
ing with preeedent. Hon. Crovor
Cleveland was not only consulted ns to
the platform upon which he was to
run. but sought the first opportunity
to repudiate part of it after he had
been nominated. Yet we observe that
the Cleveland-worshipping press is
joining with tho Republicans in throw¬
ing frantic Tits because Mr. Bryan
chose the more open and honorable
method of stating clearly that he
would not run upon a platform that
would expose him to tho charge of be¬
ing a spineless politician and a mis-
ei abh> opportunist.
Tho truth is that the logical choice

of the convention was between Mr.
Bryan on a platform such as was

adopted and some other man on a

platform repudiating bimetallism. Mr.
Bryan hud the discernment to see and
tic courage to state this. Tho conven¬

tion chose the former and all Demo¬
crats will abide by the results; tho as¬

sistant Republicans will doubtless seek
and lind a welcome in the more conge-
Dial atmosphere of the party that
pays and hollers when Mark Hanna
gives tlie' word.

NATIONAL CONVENTION OF
TEACHERS.

The National Educational Association
will meet in Charleston, S. C, next
Week In annual convention. Tho As¬
sociation has a membership nf about
10,000, v. ho usually participate in the
proceedings of the convention.
Including, of course, the most distin¬
guished educators of the country. That
Charleston will care for the teachois
handsomely goes without saying, after
the way in which it handled tho (.'on-
federate Veterans in 1899. There Is
much of historic interest about the
Palmetto metropolis, and the News
and Courier says that bunting will be
employed "to give the town tho little
touch of color which its modest tints
require to bring out Its ancient beau¬
ties."
These annual conventions of the na¬

tion's educators have increased In In¬
formal and.Importance.from year to.
year, and have done much to ndvance
the efficiency of methods of Instruc¬
tion and to Increase tho enthusiasm of
leach, is in their work. The fact that
the convention is to be hehl at a com¬
paratively nearby point should Insure
tie- attendance of a large ami repre¬
sentative delegation from Virginia.
There is room for much Improvement
in the school system in this Slate, and
the earnest and conscientious men
and Women engaged in teaching would
be tb,. Urst to admit the good to be
derived from titlcndnnce on the con¬
vention where new ideas and fresh in¬
spiration may be had.
Education in the South needs a new

Impetus. The section Is developing
phenomenally on the material side;
education should keep pace with this
development. There are many crudi¬
ties that need to be eliminated. The
illiteracy of the South is proportion¬
ately greater than that of any other
sc tion of the Union, whereas it needs,
for obvious reasons, a more Intelligent
citizenship. If the meeting in a South¬
ern i ity of this distinguished body ol
educators .shall give impetus to a

movement tor better schools In the
South it will mark the beginning of a
n< W era for this section.

COLONEL CÜWARD1N

111 the death at Richmond Of Col.
Charles O'Brien Cownrdin, Virginia
loses one of its most valued citizens
and Southern journalism one of its
most distinguished representatives.
Col, Cownrdlti was president of the
Dispatch Company, a member of Gov¬
ernor Tyler's staff, und was known
and honored throughout Virginia. In
the prime oi life, his taking off can but
seem, to the city and State that he
served so loyally. most untimely,
clean, hlgh-mlmled and public-spirit¬
ed. Col. Coward I ti so bore himself that
bis life was an inspiration and mom
uoi ihy example,

AN ASTOUNDING DELIVERANCE.

General Thomas L. Rosser's letter to
GovcTtior Itoosevelt bids fair to take
place as the most remarkable political
document of the year. Among other
things'General Rosser says in his let¬
ter:

"When flic war was declared against
Spain in 1S!'S the rear that my coun¬
try was in danger passed through nie
like an electric spark, clearing my
vision and revealing the follies be¬
hind which I had been sulking. That
the South is unanimous in its political
opposition to the North cannot satis¬
factorily be ascribed, in my mind, to
a difference in primary belief, but is
founded solely on a blind prejudice
Which all candid, loyal citizens should
spurn, if the North ran prosper, and
it does, under Republican administra¬
tion, th«' South Should blush to admit
that she cannot <l<> the same, for she
has equal opportunities. To say that
the Republicans are alone dishonest
and thai the Democrats alone arc hon¬
est is foul blackguardism."

It Is not a very nice term, but never¬
theless contemptible seems t<> be
about the only word that tits this
deliverance. Nobody will question
the right of General Rosser to go
over to the Republican party; ex-
Confederate generals have done that
before him, though it must be con¬
fessed that the results have not al¬
ways been happy. What will strike
Southern people.and doubtless North¬
ern people as well.with amazement is
that General Rosser should have felt
Impelled to signalize his change or po¬
litical faith by toadying the North
ami stigmatizing the South. If Gen¬
eral Rosser felt that it was necessary
to take his countrymen into his Aonfl-
dence by the gratuttious admission
that for thirty odd years he had been
sulking behind follies, there was no¬
body to say him nay; for such hum¬
bleness, moreover, Uriah Hcep fur¬
nished a distlngulsed precedent. Hut
we ate aware of no authority vested in
General Kosser to include the rest of
the Southern people in his confession
of sulks and lollies. It' General Ros¬
ser feels that in order to be "loyal"
he must vote the Republican ticket, by
all means let him yield to bis consum¬
ing desire to be loyal: it does not fol¬
low, however, that all who fail to
agree with him are victims of "blind
prejudice." If the South is "unanimous
In its political opposition to the North"
it necessarily follows that the North
is unanimous in its political opposi¬
tion to the South. One lias as much
reason to explain and apologize as the
other. If the South "blush" at all in
this matter, it will be for General Ros¬
ser, and not for Its continued adhesion
to the Democratic party.

Admiral Dcwcy 13 accredited with a
desire to be sent back to Eastern
waters. He is a gallant old sna-ilog,
but he will not bo gratified. He' has
made enemies In the wrong quarter
and only a grave danger that would
arouse popular clamor could secure
him a place in the thick of It once
more.

The Petersburg Index-Appeal cele¬
brated its 35th anniversary on the
Fourth. The Index-Appeal Is a clean
and fearless newspaper, and the wish
is cordial that it* shadow may con¬
tinue to increase.

NOTES AND OPINIONS.

A TRIAL. OK ENTERPRISE.
(Philadelphia Ledger.)

Samoa appears to present an oppor¬
tunity for a fair competitive trial of
commercial enterprise between the
Americans and the Germans. By the
terms of the recent treaty of partl-tii.\pla. the capital of the islands
ami their chief city, was given to the
Germans, while the only American
possession in the group was located at
Pago Pago, on another island. Pago
Pago lias the better harbor, but Apia,
heretofore, lias been the commercial
centre of the whole group, even the
mails for Pago Pago being landed
there, to lie called for by whatever
messenger the Pago Pago correspond¬ents might choose to send. The itr-
Efljigfeuient for HCjuirnte possession or
tie- islands went Into effcel scarcelysix months ago. but already it is re¬
ported from Apia that business there
Is declining, and that there arc evi¬
dences that American ami British In¬
terests an- being transferred to Pago
1 'ago, which, it is believed, will be¬
come llii- metropolis of ihe group. The
German town lias the advantages o(
prestige and established trade. If.
in spile of these, the American town
can outgrow H ami lake away its com-
mert lal importance it will be a triumph
for American enterprise and an object
lesson of much international signifi¬
cant e.

SAFEGUARDING l.l FE FROM FIRE.
New York Tribune.)

Disasters much loss appalling than
that or Saturday hiivc often raised the
question whether or not they could
have been prevented by human Ingcn-
ulty. Progress is largely achieved
through blunders nnd by the develop¬
ment of unforeseen possibilities of
petii. Hallway collisions have pointed
out the value of double tracks and
block signaling, and ensuing conll sta¬
tions have brought about reforms In
methods of heating and lighting cars.
In like manner accidents nt sea have
led to the construction of double bot¬
toms. Hie introduction of electrically
Closed bulkhead doors and the holding
of frequcnl elaborate boat drills among
the crews of the great liners. The
lloboken calamity was unique in more
respects than one. Hut the proverb
about lightning never striking twice
in the sum.- place- lone ngo proved un¬
true. And even If the particular com¬
bination of circumstances which re¬
sulted so horribly on Saturday should
not oci iir again In a century, some¬
thing equally unexpected and fearful
and not so different is sute t<> happen
to-morrow. Man has 1.11 waging In-
lermlltent war on flame for thousands

lot' years; ami yet, after having won
countless victories and accomplished
Innumerable Improvements in his
ways of lighting. be is lO-dtty liable litI any moment to he outwitted and over-
come.

WHO BEGAN Till: WAR?
t Philadelphia Time:,.)

Admiral Kcmpff proved that he wasla thoroughly competent ami faithful
commander when he refused to join in
bombard ins the Chinese forls at Taktl
In Ihe absence of direct orders from
bis government. That attack Upon
1 "biliöse regular troops, and not upon

I the Boxers or Insurgents, was an act1 «I war and could not be uuci piatod In

any other way. If tho allied vessels
had llred upon revolutionists who were
seeking to overthrow tho Chinese Gov¬
ernment ami destroy life and property.It might have Ijeen in some degree ex¬
cusable, but lo open lire on the regular
army of the Chinese Government was
an aet of war, and was unpardonablebecause without any Just provocation.
Our great Republic cannot afford to

Interpret international law In dealing
with the Chinese in an entirely differ¬
ent manner from that In which it
would be Interpreted in dealing with
any or tho great Powers of the world.
Missionaries and American residents
have been butchered in many coun¬
tries, but we have never pretended
thai it was an act of war: and tho
hoodlums of the sand lots of California
have at limes murdered Chinamen as

they would rats, as tin- Malia of New
Orleans murdered Italians, out it was
not by the order, or with the approval,
of the government, ami no one over
pretended that it could be regarded as
a cause oT war. Restitution has al¬
ways been made by this government,
as restitution was agreed to by the
Sultan of Turkey for the murder of
American Christians, and the law that
we accept for ourselves, and that has
been accepted by civilized nations "for
a time whereof the memory of matt
runneth not lo the contrary," is the
law thai WO should, and in the end
must apply to china.

Suffered Intensely with
Headache and other

Symptoms of Catarrh!
Dr. Firey's Treatment Again

Demonstrates Its Power
to Cure Catarrh

"My daughter has suffered for some

years with CATARRH. SUB HAS HAI»
PREQI I.NT HEADACHES, SO It E
THROAT. EARACHES. AND SUFFER¬
ED INTENSELY WITH ALL THH
USUAL SYMPTOMS OP TUB DISEASE.
SHE WAS GROWING DEAF, and we

feared that she would lose her hearing.
She was treated by an able physician,
but found no relief, a FRIEND, WHO
HAD BEEN CURED BY UK. IMIIKV.
advised me to take her to him. I feel
that I cannot say too much for Dr. Fl-
revs' treatment. Everybody says she has
Improved BO much. HER HEARING IS
ENTIRELY RESTORED, and I hope she
Is well to stay well, and that she will
never be troubled with the Catarrh again.

"MRS. A. MlLT IER,
"Deans, *u.

Deans Is about six miles from Ports¬
mouth.

r.ooms 3 nnd < No. ."71 Main street, over
"The Hub." Specialties.CATARRH and
all diseases of Eye, Kar, Note, Tttroat,Chest and Stomach;

Hours. !> n. m. to 12:.10 p. m 2 p. m. lo
G p m. Sunday hours, io.jo a. m. to 12.20
p. m. Tuesday night. Thursday night and
Saturday night. 7:lj p. m. to p. in

CONSULTATION ALWAYS FREE.
Medicines furnished. Terms moderate.
Eyes examined for glasses tieo of
chaise.

Weather Shoes.
Are you comfortably shod for these hot

days? That's one of the most important
Items for work or pleasure.
Don't wear uncomfortable Shoes when

GALE'S famous Shoos are obtainable at
prices ligured to a line point.
They are real American Citizens Shoes.

Dress Suit Cases

192 Church Street. .

REP SHOE SIGN.

"another cut
IN OUR

$5.00 SHOES I
Positively your last chance. We

wiil sell for next week only our entire
stock of Men's $5.00 Shoes, Tan or
Black Vici Kid,

AT S3.75.
We have a large Stock of

FMiNE SHOES
for you to select from. 13c sure to
see our slock before purchasing else-
where.

Successor to LAND & LAND,
382 Church Si,

NEAR CHARLOTTE,

"The American Porter"

the choicest of brews,
mellow and pleasing,
has met with instant
approval by a dis¬
criminating public. It

is superior to the best imported pro¬
ducts. Its high quality is assured by
the fact that it is the product of the

Anheuser-Busch BrewingAss n
St. Louis, U. S. A.,

Drewers of the Original Budweiser, Faust, Michelob, Ajiheuscr-Standard, Palc-Lager, Export Pale, Exquisite and Malt-Nutrine.
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News.
One underprice marvel succeeds another.eacjisucceeding day brings forth interesting money savingbargain values of standard apparel of the most depend-

sort and character.there's no check to the outpouringol" unparalleled bargains.there are no seconds.job lots
.refuse plunder.damages or other irregularities in
the stock.hence the more desirable, when under-price
quotations are considered on choice clean.staple.
standard merchandise that contain every element of
virtue and quality as much so as they did under their
regular figurements of valuation.

T|e Furnisfüng Plan Gives tile First Signal.
The Price «"ut i« r worked hi

into the Underwear Section 3
day the result of this measure puts
on sale to-day Underwear of excel-
lent quality ami finish at a price
that will probably clcun out the lot
m one day's selling.remember there
can be no more duplicates.those In-
terestcd will nhd It advantageous to
come forward lo-day -needn't fear
duality hot sustaining price.
Pick and choice of sizes.to-dayonly.

v Standard Neglige Shirts,
go for 39c.
Here goes on assortmen! of Stand¬

ard.l'crfecl Kitting Negligee shirts
.the kind that if in every way re-
liabie )<>r coloring slxe.and all
round satisfactory results.matters
not what their former price might
have been.they're ussortcil and set
aside on counters in the center aisle.
they're coin« to bo closed at a price
-a rapid transit movement to clean
up brok< 11 sots.
Pick and choice of patterns and

.sizes.

19c. Only 39c.
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New Figurements on Straw Hats.
18c. takes the quarter quality..
37c. buys the regular half dollar-kind.
56c. owns the seventy-five cent kind.
75c. for the dollar grade,
$1.12 instead of one fifty.
$1.50 moves the two dollar sort.
$1.87 does the work on the two fifty sort
$2.25 captures the three dollar beauties
$2.62 controls the three fifty superior

Straw Hats.

11 is a
time ami
these o
known. 1
\aloe Lbe>
regulat

Men's&YoungMen's
Dependable Suits.

ivaste of words to .devote]
puce when mich Values as
Sale become generally
.oplo know worth and;
can dlscrlmlnnl "

T11 mctus ulld must!
th.it are Inferior make for anything
like or n, ar Ilk.- the amount Involved
In cost then, again, there Is a differ¬
ence between clothes that hare un¬
dergone shrinkage before they an

made und those thul shrink after¬
wards. These goods have Pen
shrunk twice.before they were mud
in and now the price has
nfier they're made. Suits like tnesc
Will hold their own every way you
lest them.make .Itnlsh.lit .worth
and wear.
A biß lot of dcslrcable patterns and

sizes for this Saturday's selling.

'Pia s,* values are real.not Imagi¬
nary.the 1 .". soiling here continually
creates broken scales.and singles.
Ijuv'i '.c. lKiiod to Sprrtat" SrlttiiR

fIIthey exist t«»-diiy*s assort-
im nt at Sis Sixty-sljr shows sotno
sterling vnlu«"j.they're going to ho
closed ituybouy that has the siitrht-
<.t idea of buying a new rin will
want to make an Investigation of
what can he had.nobody Importuned
to buy.the goods are set Aside in-
deiiendeuliy froc^ r< gulnr line.«--six

hi nnkI Sixty-six stare . >.h ihc price tags
-the only prleo that can own Ihem-
It is simply a rillest loll of pattern and
size the goods and workmanship
take cure of value.plenty of new
fat es la the line and pr, tty ones, too.
I'iek and choice only fii.M.

252=254 Main St.
8= 10 Atlantic St.

5 Big
:;:!:s' j Stores

NORFOLK,
Rti 'IIMOND,
NASHVILLE.
HALTJMl »1113,
DALLAS.

Now is the time to try
THE RI£F;D CO.'S

DELICIOUS GINGER ALE.
Quart bottles, only SI.25 per Jo/.
Pint bottles, only 75c. perdoz.

LOWE & MILLER,
SOLE AGENTS.

W.ü. TAYLOR & CO.,
224 Water Street.

UAILTIOAP. 6TKAMBOAT AND MILL

SUPPLIES.

ACeMa for th!* section for the Rale o?
Iraton A Knight's Leather Belting-. New
York Be'tuiB an<l Parsing Company»
Lubber Good* Knowlton'i patent Pack-

> log. bowk stt&a £\uaatK .... bs/j)

Dry and Green Oak Wood.
Dry Pine Wood.

COAL OF ALL KINDS.
Prompt Delivery.

CHAS. E. SCOTT & CO..
100 LOV1TT AVENUE.

Old rhone. 251. New Phone, U34.

mu ij: of dissolution.
The linn of COLE & SIIUI.TICE, At-

tornoy« at l.nw, In this day dissolved by
mutual consent, to lake effect from anil
after July let.

.T. KDU'A UP COT.K,
R< »BERT W. glIUL.Tf.CE,

June 1st. 1W0.

Mr. t'olr will continue Ike practice of
law at room 25. Lowcuborg Building, and
Mr. Shultlcc will continue the practice of
law at room 27, Lowenbcrg Building. 1q
too dt* of .Neriolk« y«, iU-ilinVXi


